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SPREADING A
LOVE THROUGE
NEEDLEWORKa

As health care professionals, a trio of CHI Memorial Outpatient Pharmacy employees
provide comfort and care through prescriptions. But the women continue their mission
and ministry after hours through the gift of needlework.

For the past year, certified pharmacy technicians
Becky Hughes, Dana Britt, and Gina Lambert have
gathered almost every Tuesday in the Recharge
Suite after work to crochet together. Becky learned
to crochet as a child and has practiced the art for 45
years. She taught Dana and Gina the basics.

“I really love needlework,” says Becky, who also enjoys
knitting, cross stitch, and needlepoint. “I enjoy
teaching, and I want somebody else to enjoy the craft.
I'll teach anybody.”

A 7-year CHI Memorial employee, Dana says she
began crocheting because “I needed a hobby. My kids
are older now and do things on their own. I needed
something to do besides mindlessly scrolling on
electronics. It’s fun to make stuff for people and see
them enjoy it.”

Dana’s first project, a baby blanket, “did not go as
planned,” she says with a laugh. And Becky adds,
“They seldom do!”

During an illness, “I had nothing to do but sit in my
bed and watch YouTube videos about how to crochet,”
Dana says. “I took what Becky taught me and built

on that. When she says to count your stitches, she’s
actually being serious about it!”

Dana has progressed from small blankets to children’s
clothing and toys. She especially enjoys crocheting
dinosaurs for the children at her church.

Gina says she admired Becky’s projects. She had
knitted in the past but was a novice with a crochet
hook. “Becky is very easy to learn from,” she says. Her
first project was a small towel. “Several times I looked
at Becky and said, ‘What am I doing wrong? I don’t
know what I've done!”

Gina, a 23-year CHI Memorial employee, progressed
to a garland of crocheted Christmas stars. Her
proudest accomplishment is a “Dr. Who” scarf,
modeled after a similar item worn by the character in
a television show. It is seven and one-half feet long.
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Project Linus provides handmade blankets to
children from birth to age 18 in the United States
who are seriously ill, traumatized or otherwise
in need. Blankets are collected locally and
distributed to children in hospitals, shelters, and
social service agencies. For more information,
contact projectlinus.org to access the Hamilton
County contact.

“When you give a child a blanket, they
know someone cares,” says Becky. “It
is something that belongs just to them.
It’s not something the foster family gave
them to sleep under. It’s theirs.”

Evan’s Box is a ministry to provide handmade items

to clothe “angel babies,” those who are miscarried or
born without a heartbeat. Many of these children are
delivered in hospitals. The non-profit was started in
Georgia by a mother who lost her son, Evan. Crocheting
was part of her grieving process. Evan’s Box items are
accepted in the Chattanooga area at Erlanger Medical
Center and Tennova Healthcare in Cleveland. For more
information, contact evansbhox.org.




